
WHAT THE
EXPLORATION AND
MINING DIVISION
CAN DO FOR YOU

ZINC • LEAD • COPPER • GOLD • SILVER • BARYTES • GYPSUM • COAL • DOLOMITE • TALC

The Exploration and Mining Division (EMD) of the Department of Communications, Marine and Natural
Resources provides a “one-stop-shop” for mineral exploration and mining permits in Ireland. The Division
comprises both administrative and technical staff, and its functions include the formulation and
implementation of minerals policy, the administration of the State prospecting licence and mining facility
system, and the active promotion of mineral exploration and development.

EMD is the key reference point for the exploration and mining industry, available for advice and assistance
from arrival in Ireland through to the opening of a mine.  The Division provides a full support service on
all regulatory matters, including: 

MAILING LIST
EMD maintains a mailing list of
those interested in being kept
informed of ground availability,
changes in legislation, publications
etc. All products are free of charge. To
be included on the list, please write
to:

Exploration and Mining Division
Department of Communications,
Marine and Natural Resources
Beggars Bush
Haddington Road
Dublin 4, Ireland 
Alternatively, fax the details to 
+ 353-1-6609627

WEBSITE
For free access to our datasets
and full e-Business facilities 
for exploration permitting

www.emd.ie

WE ARE HERE TO HELP YOU – PLEASE MAKE USE OF US

Department of Communications, Marine and Natural Resources

• Reference data on Exploration Permit areas and status

((ffrreeee iinn GGIISS ffoorrmmaatt))

• A free quarterly publication on current ground holdings

• Exploration company data (including high resolution

airborne geophysics) released since 1st January 2000. 

FFrreeee iinn ddiiggiittaall ffoorrmmaatt

• General reviews, information leaflets and articles on

exploration and mining in Ireland

• Information on consultants and contractors based in 

Ireland

• Information on environmentally sensitive areas, and any 

constraints

• Technical advice and field-based contact during 

exploration programmes

• Advice on the initial aspects of Environmental Impact

Studies, which are required to bring a deposit to the 

development stage

• Advice on applications for State mining facilities



Upper Carboniferous & Younger

Lower & Middle Carboniferous

Devonian

Lower Palaeozoic

Dalradian
(Late Proterozoic / Cambrian)

Granite

Pre-Dalradian

1 2 3 4 50 1 2 3 4 50 

DUBLIN

LIMERICK

CORK

GALWAY

BELFAST

DERRY

100 20 30 40 50 km

N

�

Duncormick
Zn, Pb

Lisheen
Zn, Pb

Galmoy
Zn, Pb

Tynagh
Pb, Zn, Cu, Ag, 

Courtbrown
Zn, Pb

Abbeytown
Pb, Zn

Tatestown
Zn, Pb

Nava
n

Harberton 
Bridge

Oldcastle
Zn, Pb

Keel
Zn, Pb, 
Barite

Ballinalack
Zn, Pb

Moyvoughly
Zn, Pb

Silvermines
Zn, Pb, Ag

Kilroot
Salt

Sandy 
Braes

Glangevlin
Gypsum

Kingscourt
Gypsum

Rossmor
e

Gortdrum
Cu, Ag, Hg

Ballingarry
Coal

Kilbreckan
Calcite Ballynoe

Barite

Aherlow
Cu, Ag

Mallow
Cu, Ag

Ballymacadam
Ball Clay

Clonakilty 
Barite

Allihies
Cu

Charlestown
Cu

Westport
Talc

Arigna
Coal

Bunmahon
Cu

Benbulben
Barite

Bennettsbridge
Dolomite

Kish Basin
Coal

Crumlin
Lignite

Ballymoney
Lignite

Ballyvergin
                Cu

Portroe
Slate

Kedrah
Dolomite

Tomduff
Andalusite

Avoca
Cu

Curraghinalt
   Au

Cavanaca
w

Clontibret
Au, Sb

Lecanvey
Au

Cregganbaun
Au

Kilmacoo
    Au

Gold Mines
River    Au

Industrial mineral deposit
Coal 

Active mine

Base metal deposit

Disused mine

Gold deposit

Generalized Geology of
Ireland showing Significant

Mineral Deposits

THINK OF IRELAND!

With the compliments of the Exploration and Mining Division 
The regulatory and promotional agency for exploration and mining.

For further information please contact:
Exploration and Mining Division, Department of Communications, Marine and Natural Resources, 
Beggars Bush, Haddington Road, Dublin 4, Ireland.  
Tel: 353-1-6199200  Fax: 353-1-6609627.


